Guide Our Young People
in Selecting the Right King
of Reading Ma*ferlai
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A great variety of publications are available in the market.
Some may be indecent and are not suitable for our young
people. Parents, teachers and social workers can give
valuable advice to our young people in the choice of
reading material. The Government has also amended the
law to strengthen the control of indecent articles. Main
provisions of the 1995 Control of Obscene & Indecent
Articles (Amendment) Ordinance are as follows:-
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Obscene and Indecent Articles
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@ Articles include books, magazines,
newspapers, comic books, tapes,
CD-ROM etc.

@ Class Il (Obscene) articles are banned.




Publication of Class Il (Indecent)
articles must meet the following
statutory requirements:

— they should not be published to any
person under the age of 18;

— if the cover of the article is indecent,
the article should be sealed in an
opaque wrapper;

— if the cover of the article is not
indecent, the article should be
sealed in a transparent wrapper;

— particulars of the publisher should be
printed clearly and conspicuously on
the cover of the article; and

— the article shall display the statutory
warning notice which should occupy
at least 20% of the cover of
the article.
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The Tribunal consists of a presiding
magistrate and public adjudicators.
It classifies submitted articles on the
basis of guidelines provided in the
Ordinance.

The classifications made by the Tribunal
are published in the Sing Tao Daily and
the Hongkong Standard every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday for reference of
the public.
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Publishing an obscene article is liable
to a maximum fine of $1,000,000 and
imprisonment of 3 years.
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Publishing an indecent article without
complying with the above statutory
requirements is liable to a maximum
fine of $400,000 and imprisonment
of 12 months; repeated offender is
liable to a maximum fine of $800,000
and imprisonment of 12 months.
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For enquiries and complaints, please
contact TELA at :

2594 5836

2676 7678
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Licensing Authority



