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C. S. Lewis : "To be ignorant and simple now- not to be able to meet the enemies on their
own ground- would be to throw down our weapons, and to betray our uneducated brethen
who have, under God, no defence but us against the intellectual attacks of the heathen.
Good philosophy must exist, if for no other reason, because bad philosophy needs to be
answered" (quoted by Burson and Walls, p.10).

The Cultural Crisis and the Naturalistic Worldview

D

2)

3)

4)
a)

b)
©)

d)

Cultural ~Crisis: rampant hedonism and consumerism; corrupted media;
marginalization of higher values; sexual revolution; breakdown of family,
environmental problems, etc.

Underlying ideology: a meaningless universe; the advent of the postmodern era; moral
relativism; ultra-liberalism. Idolatry of the self and feeling.

Root of this ideology: the naturalistic worldview. (The rise of postmoderism can only
be understood against the background of the naturalistic worldview.) The influence or
even hegemony of naturalism is perpetuated by its entrenchment in the academic
establishment.

The task of Christian Church (esp. pastors & scholars)

Mark Noll, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind => “increasingly marginalized
community which, as a result, is struggling with a crisis of self image as the culture
turns neo-pagan.” Moreland M{EEENEHFFRIEETEHE - “Our
marginalization and ingrown texture are the result of several decades of academic
bullying from the outside and intellectual cowardice or indifference on the inside... we
need a renaissance of evangelical statements of and defenses of what we believe about
the broad issues being debated in the academy and the broader culture.” This applies
to the neglect of Christian scholarship in general.

EAHGHNEERNERFE = RISEEW LS -

greater attention to philosophy, especially philosophical apologetics in both formal
educational settings, publishing, and local church life => help to penetrate effectively
our culture and proclaim Christ and a Christian world view to outsiders and to our own
brothers and sisters.

Twofold task: cultural critique which is based upon a critique of the naturalistic
worldview, and construction of the Christian worldview. Christian scholars should do
it first in their disciplines, and then collaborate in interdisciplinary studies. If we do
not shoulder this responsibility, who else do we expect to do it? (cf. Lewis’ quote in
the beginning)
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THE CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW: AN INTRODUCTION
A) The Concept of Worldview (tHFLE)

1) The Definition of Worldview: a conceptual scheme by which we consciously or
unconsciously place or fit everything we believe & by which we interpret & judge reality.

2) The Significance of Worldview Analysis

a) A coherent worldview is the basis of a coherent & deep understanding of our world.
William Alston: “human beings have a deep-seated need to form some general picture
of the total universe in which they live, in order to be able to relater their own
fragmentary activities to the universe as a whole in a way meaningful to them; & that a
life in which this is not carried through is a life impoverished in a most significant
respect” (Nash 1992, 17).

b) Everyone has a kind of worldview: “we cannot avoid assuming some answers to such
questions. We will adopt either one stance of another; refusing to adopt an explicit
worldview will turn out to be itself a world view... we are caught. So long as we live,
we will live either the examined or the unexamined life” (Sire 1988, 19). The choice is
between having an articulate, reflective worldview or a confused, unreflective one.
Worldview reflection helps us to lead an examined life (Socrates).

¢) How a person leads his life is ultimately influenced by his worldview & his basic
presupposition. It is primarily because our worldviews tend to shape our self-
understanding & values in the long run, & our actions are guided by our self-
understanding & values. E.g., contemporary secularist worldview regards man
primarily as a kind of hedonistic, consumerist animal striving all the time to maximize
its degree of pleasure. A big contrast with the classical views (Greek, Christian or
Confucianist).

d) Existence of pluralistic worldviews. Worldview analysis also helps us understand
others.

3) Major worldviews:

a) naturalism (E#AEZ): materialism (HEY)ER); dialectical materialism (EEEHEYIE),
Marxism (5258 F 2); secular humanism ({84 A F %)

b) theism (Hi#zm)—Judaism, Christianity, Islam------

c) idealism (£(>5w)/ monism (—JCHE(3%)/ pantheism (GZT#EH

d) dualism (ZJT3%)/ polytheism (Z57HER)
e) relativism (FH¥§ 3 )/ nihilism (EHEF ) postmodernism  (BIATH)

B) Elements of a Worldview

1) View of Ultimate Reality: Is there a God? Is God personal or impersonal?

2) Metaphysics: What is the relationship between God & nature? Is the universe eternal,
deterministic? )

3) Epistemology: What kinds of knowledge can we attain? What are the channels &
methods? Sense experience vs religious experience; reason vs revelation. ..

4) Ethics: What are the criteria of right & wrong?




5) Anthropology: What is the nature of man? Is she free? Does she have a soul? What
is her meaning of existence? What happens after she dies?

6) Philosophy of Life: What is the purpose & meaning of life?

C) Procedure to Weigh a Worldview

1) Purpose of a worldview: to organize our beliefs systematically, to explain our
experiences satisfactorily, & to guide our lives practically. A good worldview is one
that best fulfills these purposes. HENCE Criteria of Worldview include: Consistency/
Coherence; Comprehensiveness; Simplicity; Explanatory power; Practical relevance

2) Data to be included in a worldview:
a) Significant kinds of experience:
1) Introspective experience: mind, self-consciousness, free will.

ii) Sense experience: orderly external world, "purposiveness" of organisms & the
whole world.
iii) Interpersonal experience: I-Thou relationship, love, community.
iv) Moral experience: absolute evil, conscience, guilt, moral law.
v) Aesthetic experience: beauty of nature, human creativity.
vi) Existential experience: search for meaning & wholeness, anxiety, boredom.
vii) Religious experience: spirits, God, Buddha, Nirvana.
b) Well-established knowledge: history, science ...
3) Identify & understand the major worldviews

4) Compare them & judge which worldview best explains & organizes all the above data.
This is then the best worldview, worthy of our belief.

D) The Outline of Christian Theism

(Here I basically follow Sire (1988), chapter 2.)

1) God is infinite & personal (Triune), transcendent & immanent, omniscient,
sovereign & good.

2) God created the cosmos ex nihilo to operate with a uniformity of natural causes in
an open system.

3) Human beings are created in the image of God & thus possess personality, self-
transcendence, intelligence, morality, gregariousness & creativity.

4) Human beings can know both the world around them & God himself because God
has built into them the capacity to do so & because he takes an active role in
communicating with them.

5) Human beings were created good, but through the Fall the image of God became
defaced, though not so ruined as not to be capable of restoration; through the
work of Christ God redeemed humanity & began the process of restoring people
to goodness, though any given person may choose to reject that redemption.

6) For each person death is either the gate to life with God & his people or the gate
to eternal separation from the only thing that will ultimately fulfill human
aspirations.
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7) Ethics is transcendent & is based on the character of God as good (holy &
loving).

8) History is linear, a meaningful sequence of events leading to the fulfillment of
God’s purposes for humanity.

E) The Contrast of the Naturalistic Worldview with the Christian Worldview

Naturalistic Worldview

evolution evolution
¢%}j§\ﬁﬁ | I \\—‘ \ "_?:L:IEE’E/\J
physical world ings civilizatio of Universe) BV 76
1) Key Points
a) Matter is the ultimate reality. No transcendent reality or purpose above this
reality.

b) The appearance or ultimate disappearance of human being is a chance event.
¢) No transcendent moral laws.

2) Russell: the whole cosmic process has no inherent meaning => pessimism (5 3-28)
"The same laws which produce growth also produce decay. Some day the sun will
grow cold, and life on earth will cease. The whole epoch of animals and plants is
only an interlude between ages that were too hot and ages that will be too cold.
There is no law of cosmic progress, but only an oscillation upward and downward,
with a slow trend on balance owing to the diffusion of energy. This at least is what
science at present regards as most probable, and in our disillusioned generation it is
gasy to believe. From evolution, so far as our present knowledge shows, no
ultimately optimistic philosophy can be validly inferred” (p.81).

3) Jaques Monod (a French molecular biologist, a Nobel Prize winner)

a) mechanistic worldview (it {H 5L &)

"anything can be reduced to simple, obvious, mechanical interactions. The cell is
amachine. The animal is a machine. Man is a machine."

b) Life and man are incredibly lucky accidents => no inherent purpose of human existence
"with (the defeat of Lamarckism) and the understanding of the random physical
basis of mutation that molecular biology has provided, the mechanism of
Darwinism is at last securely founded. And man has to understand that he is a
mere accident.”

¢) The only value is objective knowledge- no other values allowed in a scientific worldview
"It is perfectly true that science attacks values. Not directly, since science is no
judge of them and must ignore them; but it subverts every one of the mythical or
philosophical ontogenics, upon which the animist tradition... has based morality:
values, duties, rights, prohibitions" (p.160).

"The only end, the supreme value, the 'sovereign good', in the ethic of knowledge is
not, let us admit, the happiness of mankind still less its temporal power or comfort,
nor even the Socratic 'know thyself- it is the objective knowledge itself."

-




The Christian Worldview

Creation
(rational order of physical world)

AlliE o
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history
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human bejng

(Mt 72 52 )
HE
redemption

1) The Balance between Human Dignity & Human Depravity:

a) Since man is the masterpiece of a good God, he possesses an inalienable (-1~ T &[ZERY)
dignity. "When I look at the sky, which you have made, at the moon and the stars,
which you set in their places- what is man, that you think of him; mere man, that you
care for him? Yet you made him inferior only to yourself, you crowned him with glory

and honor. You appointed him ruler over everything you made; you placed him over
all creation" Psalms §8:3-6

b) This human dignity can serve as the basis of ethics
1) Individual dimension: respect for human person is Kant's categorical imperative
GBS -7824): "Never treat humanity merely as means and not ends." " KA L

EABEREFFERIANNZER -
i) Social dimension: human rights. "If anyone takes human life, he will be punished.

I will punish with death any animal that takes a human life. Man was made like God, so
whoever murders a man will himself be killed by his fellowman." Genesis 9:5-6

iil) The Christian emphasis on human dignity & the virtue of charity is the basis for
many humanitarian (A8 3 ) movements in the West.

c) Roots of democracy in Christian anthropology: “Man’s capacity for justice makes
democracy possible. Man’s inclination towards injustice makes democracy

necessary.” (cf. TREHGR (MEEEFRERTES) )

2) Other Key Points

a) The balance between creation & redemption: wealth, sex, success
b) The balance between the individual & the community

c) The balance between law & grace, duty & happiness

d) Hope: neither naive optimism nor pessimism
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APPENDIX

Table 1: The Clash of Worldviews: Anti-Christian Versus Christian

The Secularist, Postmodern View

The Orthodox Christian View

Man makes right, not God

God makes right, not man, for God makes
man

Man possesses within him an innate,
trustworthy moral sense of good and
bad, right and wrong

God endows man with a conscience, but it’s
imperfect and corruptible—too easily

deluded

Man is good by nature in his free,
primitive state but corrupted by
society

Man is flawed by nature but salvageable by
God, in whom he may find goodness and
freedom

Happiness—an increase in pleasures
and decrease in pains—is the measure
and goal of a good life

Love of God, along with conformity to his
will, is the measure and goal of a good life

Man too is an animal, having climbed
by chance and necessity from para-
mecium to homo sapiens

Man is neither animal nor angel but is made
in God’s image, endowed with reason and
a soul

Material and economic causes alone
produce social change: existence
precedes essence

Man proposes: God disposes. The material

is-a dead letter; the spirit animates and -

empowers

Only slaves and fools restrain their
wills and desires; geniuses heed the
call of their passions

Wise men, who love God and his precepts,
find happiness in restraining their wills and
desires

There is no God, only unconscious,
mechanistic forces and causes—faith
in God is infantile

“Grown” men know that God, the Creator
and Cause of the seen and unseen, really
exists

Christianity is crude; even Christ is
flawed. Only science can save us

Christianity is simple yet sophisticated;
Christ, who is perfectly human and divine,
can save us

Life is meaningless apart from man’s
self-initiated, self-assertive actions

Life is only meaningful in subservience to the
grace, love, and Word of God

Free will and responsibility are
illusions when considering human
thought and practice

Free will and responsibility are problematic
but necessary in thought and practice
within society

All standards, values, and belicfs arc
relative to one’s nature, circumstances,
era, and culture

God teaches propositional, absolute truth
and eternally upholds absolute moral
standards

A universal, unifying, generic,
nonjudgmental love alone can bring
peace to the world

The love of Christ, the Savior and Light of
the world, can alone bring peace to the
world




4. How does the Opening of Christian Mind address Bloom’s Three S ymptoms?

loom’s Three Symptoms

Opening of Christian Mind
Prescription

Objectives

I

'Value Relativism
|“Values are ideals, good ends
we ought to prize and

pursue... ... The Christian
regards them as God-given
|potentials for human existence;
they are good to pursue because
|God made us the kind of beings
{we are in this kind of world he
has created.”

Recognition of the existence of
objective value

The objectivity of values makes
students a proper concern of
value education

The objectives of value
education go beyond reasoning

|skills and moral

decision-making to behavioral
change and character
formation.

“Value education in the
Christian college must reach
beyond value relativism and
dogmatisms to self-critical and
thoughtful commitment.”
(p.113)

|

Lack of Worldview
“Value-free education proved to
be an empty dream... ...But
without an underlying
worldview to reunite reality to
value, values are still all at sea,
free-floating subjective feelings,
and all we have to replace
value-free science and
education is value relativism.”
(p.107)

Recognition the theocentric
unity of truth. 'There are two
presuppesitions (1) all the trath
in various areas of learning is in
principle an interrelated whole,
and (2) that the truth about
everything relates to God.

“Epistemological questions will
be crucial in overcoming
scientific exclusivism.”(p.116)

Uncovering and scrutinizing of
foundational presuppositions is
a major part of “worldview
analysis.” (p.117)

A threefold task of “worldview
analysis” (1) spell out the
contours of Christian
worldview (2) raise
foundational questions
according to Christian
worldview (3) application of
Christian worldview to
particular concepts within the
discipline.

“Articulation of Christian
worldview and tracing its
implications for the various
disciplines.” (p.117) A
Christian worldview grounded
upon the reality of God, His
creation and His redemption
could exist.

The dichotomy of sacred and
secular learning will be
replaced by *“critical
discernment” (p.116) of secular
learning through Christian
worldview,

|

TLack of Personal
Identity

“*What then can the Christian
college contribute to personal
identity in this age of
individualism?” (p.119)

Adoption of Christian doctrine
of person in educational
'purposes. These doctrines are
|as follows:

1. men are relational beings
(relate to the nature, to
other persons and to God)

2. men are responsible
agents in all the above
relations.

3. men are affected by our

| condition in grace and sin. |

Christian community can be a
model of a responsible
participation in relationship to
[nature, other persons and God.

Individualism which has

contrast presuppositions about |

a person will be challenged by
Christian view.

Relationships building or
community will enhance
personal growth. If identity is
relational, the problem of lack
of personal identity could be
tackled.
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