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Many philosophers use the existence of evil as the major evidence against theism. However, many
contemporary Christian theologians & philosophers construct different types of theodicy to solve
the problem of evil. Among them, John Hick’s soul-making theodicy is representative of these
efforts: it tries to explain both moral evil & natural evil, & also promote positive values in face of
suffering. In this essay, I would first delineate the major themes of soul-making theodicy. Then I
would evaluate four common criticisms (e.g., is suffering really necessary? Is there excessive evil?)
to see whether the soul-making theodicy can withstand critical scrutiny. Finally, I would briefly
suggest how we can incorporate the insights of soul-making theodicy into a neo-Augustinian
approach to evil.
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2 The Philosophy of Existence (London: The Harvill Press, 1948), p.29.

3 David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, ed. N. K. Smith (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1947), p. 210.

4 ME ISR EEAIAYA - Melville Y. Stewart, The Greater —Good Defence: An essay on the Rationality of Faith
(New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1993), ch. 6; John S. Feinberg, The Many Faces of Evil: Theological Systems & the
Problem of Evil (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1994), ch. 5.

5 John Hick, Evil and the God of Love, revised edn (London: Macmillan, 1985)

¢ R. Douglas Geivett, Evil and the Evidence for God (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1993), p. ix.
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7 John Hick, God and the Universe of Faiths (London: Macmillan, 1973), p. 63 .

$ David Stewart, “The ‘Value of Soul-Making’ Theodicy,” Exploring the Philosophy of Religion, 3" edn (New Jersey:
Prentice Hall, 1992), p. 243.

° John Hick, “An Irenaean Theodicy,” Encountering Evil: Live Options in Theodicy, ed. Stephen T. Davis (Edinburgh:
T & T Clark, 1981), p. 40.
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1" Hick, Evil and the God of Love, pp. 254-255.

12 Irenaeus, “Against Heresies,” in Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus,
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Book III, ch. 20, 2.

13 Hick, “An Irenaean Theodicy”, p. 41.
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" John Hick, “Soul-Making and Suffering,” in 7he Problem of Evil, ed. Marilyn McCord Adams and Robert Merrihew
Adams (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 170.

16 Hick, Evil and the God of Love, p. 257.

17 Hick, “An Irenaean Theodicy,” p. 42.

18 Hick, Evil and the God of Love, p. 255.
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MUETEEEN G RTHIRINGR - " B BIECHESE Al i® Lo S e — R R EF s E s - e USSR -
ML E R ~ BRIRECR KR 7 ) 2R v A It - ERE ZFr IRE G ants > HE
Efag Tt Em - SRR BGE SO F AR T R o 2B 58 i s A A
BEEREL » [ HARRE th 52 ) AR iy BRI RIARI RS » BRAF GRS B R A R (PR B S P
CRZ > AMEG TR RE i Lam s G E E HIF RS ? EEhay Pl H Aot T

HTI0(William Hasker) {55 — St/ HfERERVERE - 5 " A Em 0, Al T BB
VLo | AREMEFHYEE) - BORM St s R EEeT) - I R A DB R IS E - 4RSS
EEREBHAEATE - VA VA LA S BARE » BREE BN PEL R
WAVIE - > ey IEREEENE AR n[ 4 AT iER (optional) » A G HA EE n[ @ U]
BE(EFRMIAEINE - (e B SRMIE R - YHWNE L FeiVEREERE s E=L T
wEE o WA R RS EAVEENTA -

HHEXESIEL T GEEERR ~ BB R SRR EHAFE - AP BEAEIEOH - &
BEa] DU 2OV B R EE O > A FITR] DL AR R EIN » Gl —(E532 202 H 7RI
SRR - EBEERE N T HVIRE > ] DIRE(CREEE L o | BHTA RS ARNEEEE
MR I DUBBR K - a8 R DA EEEEPT BRIV E - WA — e PR IRB A 1 LAY
BERHVE L/ T —~(EE 2RV EE) B ERERA R - A FEE—(E RS (ERAYE A

31
B

PLERIBI TR R e By - a5t Biea o BRI A B RER AP G HE L= g 2
BRI REE ? SCREPE IR MIAYERZ > s o s SR & g 3 A S 10 ?
WIS AR, - WA FHSLEEEIIM S AR RBMEFR - A& S MERRIAYR(CLE
FFRTEHEN G A SEMA) - AR Ry (T B R ISR e 7 AR Bt B A EE > Mt

28 @. Stanley Kane, “The Failure of Soul-Making Theodicy,” International Journal for the Philosophy of Religion, vol.
6 (1975), pp. 2-3. HEFIM—{EFIFZ " I —E&FEERVZT - EEFFREET R T B3 AT
pan

2 Hick, Evil and the God of Love, pp. 377-378.

30 William Hasker, “Suffering, Soul-Making, and Salvation,” International Philosophical Quarterly, vol. XXVIII, no. 1
(1988), pp. 12-13.

31 Martin, Atheism, p. 415.
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MEMMIIAAEZ S > M IHE B ERNCEMRMN - S A pER T EEN HAY
W5 ? 2EFIEEI2H 2/ 0 NG ERIEE S H S (RN w58 > st R S R
HEREHY - T HAMTEHE TE#yaRCeik By EREREAE—SRE
HAIMA N AER A NE TR (RAE EF W - WAIEAIE MRS SRS - i
AR AN & B2 BB SRS ?

Fo BEEH RN REERIEE A (disposition) > AN FPIEACA LS LLMHFEETE)
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A Blan—fEA i ARG IRY NS - fMIsE20 ¢ A &R E & - (BB =G
RS HER NAEERHCCREL > MR EM BB E L F i - R 2RRARE
B2 EARRE > gt S E RN REEESRE - PRI R AR o S HERGE
sl RSB H o A AR B ERR = EUIRIERAR - — (8 A SRy EAAETY - BRI L%
FENERE LG P RIRGELS R (WA BITEIRRYE - (R A AR REZAYFEHYS ?
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e | BEVAYSSIE S AR B AR G iR e ? SE e S R 4T H A A A LB
[FEIEEHIHERNE ? HHE R

[ FEEARASHY REIRE > R DA At 57
Wi —UEFREBEENSEHNER - BRNBEHIEE A SRR -

32 Martin, Atheism, p. 415.

33 Martin, Atheism, pp. 416-417.
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B Bt —— S RA B SRV - R AR N RS ESORIEERS - A EA MR T
& o i1 H—EFEEER SCRAVZ BTG ALE - FTLAS A RIS REY Rt ) 48 EE0E - REZH
ANEFEE - SRR R EAE B R e |

B A AR B 2 & 5 R ERVESE - i LK EEEAREE -
MR R BN TR i awee W B W2 BB S » MR R UE W1 28— EeEe
RERVIHIE AEHYTSE - RERISTE W1 IWEER e S0V EFEME E AR - M EER
S W FRRE AR - A W2 BYEELE WIS - 8Ll HISEERIVERE - fROREEET
Gat o 28 W2 HYEEEE WIS ARt A ERTE W1 [ Rty Bk E i A g alid—(
ieoeds ~ EERSHVER - BRESUARR T T ERTA TR R RIS ) (the best of all
possible world)FUile: » iEMESEAARE2ZiE - BAEEEET M ERE - N yEiar
RESE B A ARERY » IEAD T e RHVE S BEHACHRE - (HBERCHEWER A fIREFE
Y RIS RS A — (B EUR R RAVE R RS — (& RAVE R - FIBEE - s
—EEFREEEA 2R - TMTH e A 8 2 24 ayEY) - IR ERRIE(E » BTl
TERTA RTRE S P R AV ISR | B ATREFAERY > AP E AL BRI B X ANEH A
HREFERVEY) - 8> HE W1 B W2 BB A EEER HEwrf —EE—
AT EL RS - RIIHIF AR A RE T EERImERE RVER ) —CEEELBE "5
PR SESYEESE | - ffE L EE A NAEEE - FriiigZ#alE 17 sl A8 mRE
TERME o PFTEEETT > ik " RREEEE ) (IANEMER T BrE T EEE = o EFIAH
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HasE Dl batem > B A ey AR AT LAY - B T ERISBHHEY - FEP R
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35 John Hick, “Rejoinder,” in Encountering Evil: Live Options in Theodicy, revised edn, ed. Stephen T. Davis

(Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001), p. 68.

Y EEEEBHEENERMER - ARG EEIHMEET A E A RROE R R RS RS I 1

Colin Radford, “On the Positive Desirability of Evil,” Driving to California: An Unconventional Introduction to Philosophy

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1996), ch. 4. 55221« (S —(EAEHIRE) (B0 /KER > 199%)

S ESE . T RMEES A FERBAERRNELE  MRENAFFL G o st s e

AUHLT - #BET - HiGCEhAEE bR - 5 (HE) "THREE - AE - FAELT o AEEAET
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AVEREAREE - T AT B EAVIEE | BRAANRE - HEELE « 7EmS 212
FEARR TR WSS M/ VS ® R T/, UE?

P8 EAEA TG IEE DT e - Ao I E LR R — 2 N ZERYARE > AssERYaREZ -
B ZITIEMSCHVREE R A ~ B ONBTZ4E It E o BB A —(HILERE - SU2ER
FIEFEARTHEI A REELIGEATRCR | BRI - KRE P EENE . ZNESE
RS BRZHE R - HEAFBRIEZ NAEEEESR | HEL LA REfEflia 8 -
Rt A EEBHIRE ARV S 4 - HLBRZ ~ i ARSI A A AR S I E M R alHY
W EE o EIMAEBAVEEPEE - Fr 7 DLEST - SR HRIREIR 20 2 B Rt Ay iE (8]
B > SR RIS (E SRV VIR R T o B (A AR P DIERARRY - (B EE R B R
FERI G o DRI S o EEEE BT BN R B e 2R R ER - fErE
IS RENSBAVRE AR - BEEE ARSI Y RS2 2881y - EREEE B DR iR g -
BN sest-A REFIE AR > WAV HR > N EARAHISZE R UEB SRV T 6 1E
RAAFAE —TEALE RIS - BT BB a R - &3l A N 2R —arTa
FR S A ey BB K P Y R EE R PR 2 —— 2 1] DAY IE 7 BABE B2 A AT RENY - i B3
B LIESEHEFEER » ) PEARRETREERNGES - Al ml L ST > IFHE Nl
i A

AOHAT R e e B P R 2
i1 SC o by s B 2 B BUEEFIETA R - 5 (A AR ARAIREST - BdaR i - AIRACZ
HIEIERHEE - BEEZERTA N R s SV S5 bR - (HE 2R S e A i Bt

JEEE? . ARARE > WEMSH—H—AEEIRE !, (H714)
37 Roland Puccetti, “The Loving God — Some Observations of John Hick’s Evil and the God of Love,” Religious
Studies, vol. 2 (1967), pp. 261-262.

38 Hick, Evil and the God of Love, p. 386.
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NV E > HEENIEESESRK B AE AT SR B TE) - S AR
THEEF—E@EEN » TN - (HIRZ R ERESEAVRSE - o EEE A ENARE
FERAE W RSN A T A « dEZR 0T DA - ftaFE E e el S MRS B E &S
TR (B B AR AR 0 A E E fAYET R IEHERIE ? e —RR
FHHISRES » Bl fe & FE a8 (e ~ MR AW EBRVIBEIE ) » A& - JHR T2
Lok > HARNEERESIEENIGAT - ATl >t EAVEEEIRER S T -

EfESUAERZ FIRARETT » AR E S A %A ? AAMEER R AEE - 8
FREEAE [ EONRR I RIRE ISR o 2 T (HEEREN IIERRD T S
[EREHY S FAGA AR » 5t > AR (HOE (Richard Swinburne) FTE : T AIRHIEC S8 > A
RS D TIREEERIERE - 50 T HAREEE > e RR ABIEF AR A AR
VD TIEERAIEG - ) eSS (EAEE - EARNEESET REENER - MEL
EEAREMAE SRS - (WERERACTRER AERE(E CATHAYROE - N EdHigs -
ANBLNWERIE ) » $HYIE Al REMEIRFTET A M UIRIE RIS > VB ESIATRE S H(E R P
A EEA A i By - (EAETE FEIBEE IR A e B e n] REME - RESD A BT
FIEET R IO EE - B2 B AR B RTE E e Y e B AR B SR EH AR
E-REHel > —mACE AR g 5 S M - NI > WPIELIEE — e A EEH 0N
WA ERELA BRI - Bt B AR S s TG R EZERIHNAL > FRAE N i — et am -

Fo & TEAHATES B 2R FPUE ? BARE—(EfEY ~ 7Z2E& - ARF AR A EE SFE
EE - AEEFHMAMS - TR FEMES - ABEREEE A > (BIABIL - KW
TR —HIEE LR AR - TS A NBEREE LENES - AR OB A ZREAMOER
EHERS - MERER I REEES 25K ) BYE M S A (E R R L B NIR E E -
DURIES MY E B - RN R AR 35 « WEARAIIRED » SSREHIICE ~ SCHHRYIH
& PaTRMATEEEIHE - BREENE RV EERMTEIIEENEESE
I o FE—EDEALA e i FUE > AT rTRe HIEREA B S - WS —EE 01T
B RGER T RIN AR E S - ERMER ASETEG RO ER - ERAGR TIeA g2k

3 Hick, “An Irenaean Theodicy,” p. 50.

40 Richard Swinburne, The Existence of God, revised edn (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1991), p. 219.
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EREER - EEEE A | SeEE Y TRk ) EAVAIE 28 M AR E 7
RMEZ > —ERERE R ERMTAEIRAMSFTRE R AR R - EREK > MRS
BEAIRR - BN RE RG] B AAERHIIRE] e HATYIBG VIR - KREERFIEE - JRaEE
HFT59%E - 5 — VIR RARTEE EHY B 20E -

35BS > BT hIEE B IR Rtk ARV E 25 MR R (T T LG H AR S E a3 4
R Rt RIS T &]—HY H 23K (uniform  operation of natural law) » B 285 EEATHG A1 a5
4 HEBRIEESERE » FTAEA —EAEFRAIVEE - WAEEE AT - —/%m
SEEERE - RAEEEEE NgEEFHIE ARG HE - A EENAERENEER
FONE > H2EEENAEE - YEEFESREY RN - IS EFES AT > Bl
T-FEEL S A 7 02 S HTE(H. J. McCloskey) #had By (HIFELLBTERAY 7747 A B ZRRG 2 LA D
HEE > E BTSN EAEHIEAER - PRI (Bruce R. Reichenbach)|o] fER 5
o A IR EERE © F— o (B ABFE S EE - (SR A SRR SRR AL & S AT
T o BlINEEE NBRULEEE - B R Rt > A > GREEA RS ALB R TR
BFT - bl BTHEAREIESHNE > SHAFERIREAFRET - YER > ZARE
BT RIEBIRRETRmERT -

>

ZOS T ER BT A o B/ D EEA B Y T SRAR AT DU 2 4 B2 SE Al 38 B REAN S A0 LG
B P A5 o SEEREGRK - ACBEREFRE & HIE - HERZHHTAHT®RY
¥ HAERMAGHURALEY) BT H B EEY RSN - LSirEL)E
— I AP SRR  HE HUREEREMI OR SRR - AR R T B (ERES
KRR o PRI HE R PTER A e B 2 R (RN e e M) B - H
HiREoRMEGT [ E ARG > AR HEAEHE Y - BEL e B R E
(Y A AP AR (Anthropic Principle) gResafdif - A EYERAYE BrA (L5
D > BEETEHVAERENIE LA G s - oA e RE R A R AR o (B AURIEEE 3w (Chaos
Theory) HYBMESIE ARATIHHEE <) AEFEUFAIEEA A HIEAHT H ARG 2 A HAl
SRS B 7 AT IIEE R SS A B EAE LS —TT

REELNEAERERYS SR o S SURRE S — ([ B R M ARV AR - B E N MR > (2
EARUGEEES - WRHECRIRFIREFE At e BavirE - BAIRNAZEAUEERA ST
TR o FEEIRET - HEFE BAGEERED T SR MTEES ? ) AVEEE > A LRI
ErR AT SEZMEA THEGNR 5 - WES RN TR RUE S - 2

4! Hasker, “Suffering, Soul-Making, and Salvation,” p. 15

42 H. J. McCloskey, “God and Evil,” Philosophical Quarterly, vol. 10, no. 39 (1960), pp. 97-114.

43 Bruce R. Reichenbach, Evil and A Good God (New York: Fordham University Press, 1982), pp. 103-104.
4 H. J. McCloskey, God and Evil (The Hague, Netherlands: Martinus Nijhoff, 1974), p. 191.

45 Reichenbach, Evil and A Good God, pp. 115-116.

46 Hasker, “Suffering, Soul-Making, and Salvation,” p. 17.
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B2+ RENGAREDMNET S > SORF ATREEDR - H5 RIEFIFTEAY i A2
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B e S EER A EARE G T 2IRA LY HEABESWE S
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Rt IR ERELCHERRAREE AR ~ SENIRIRAHTT o PlE AS2 Ry B 4LHy A8 E 24
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W) #ue ? B HPEFERREN: - GEEE M EREEE > Er2F N =HHE - )
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SCHIER (. ETERI MR R PR E HHIINR - sl R R L @R EER AR - “ATEe
M FRISEREAICAN - EEAERAREEFHERITEA IR % > FE ERITEEH
DRy > S B AR 7 SR G — (IR BRRY BT RRE A LRI L T4
05 > BB BT EM MR E R - Rk B E T !

F= - HEHIFEHERR T ERVEER - EREEEANEEE - ERAERE
FELRFEIRE SR - EEAEZEIEEER VIS > s RPIRLEAVERGE T IR Bk
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47 G. Stanley Kane, “The Failure of Soul-Making Theodicy,” International Journal for the Philosophy of Religion, vol.
6 (1975), p. 8.
48 Hick, Evil & the God of Love, p. 382.

49 Hasker, “Suffering, Soul-Making, and Salvation,” p. 12.
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