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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  ?

 [1] ? ? ? By a religious experience I mean an experience which the subject takes to be an experience of God or some super 
natural being)
[2] ? ? ? If what the subject took to be the object of his experience actually existed, was present, and caused him to have that 
experience in an appropriate way, then the religious experience is veridical.

[3] ? ? ? The Principle of Credulity said that it was rational to treat our experiences, including religious experience, as innocent 
until proven guilty. In other words, religious experiences were treated as prima facie evidence for the existence of God until 
there were reasons for doubting them.
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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ??

[4] ? ? ? A naturalistic explanation of religious experience is one that postulates natural conditions and mechanisms which 
allegedly would produce religious experiences even if there is no God. So there are positive reasons to think religious 
experiences delusive.
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[5] ? ? ? For the critics, the penetration of the spear into Teresa?s innermost core and her moaning suggest that this is a veiled 
reference to sexual intercourse. The love of and desire for God are just the projection of unsatisfied sexual desire.
[6]  ? ? ? Religion is the opium of the people, the sigh of the oppressed, the sentiment of a heartless world and the illusory 
happiness of the people. 

[7] ? ? ?   The most prominent theories in the field invoke causal mechanisms that themselves pose thus far insoluble 
problems of identification and measurement: unconscious psychological processes like repression, identification, regression 
and mechanisms of defense; social influences on ideology and on belief and attitude formation. It is not surprising that 
theories like those Freud, Marx and Durkheim rest on a slender thread of evidential support and generalize irresponsibly from 
such evidence as they can muster.) 



4

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Paul Vitz? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
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Newberg ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  

        ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  

CH 06

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  ?

[8] ? ? ?   Many people thoroughly dislike the idea of an omnipotent, omniscient being monitoring their every activity, privy to 
their every thought, and passing judgement on all they do or think.
[9] ? ? ? I want atheism to be true and am made uneasy by the fact that some of the most intelligent and well-informed 
people I know are religious believers. It isn?t just that I don?t believe in God and, naturally, hope that I?m right in my belief. It?s 
that I hope there is no God! I don?t want there to be a God; I don?t want the universe to be like that. 

[10] ? ? ?   Tracing spiritual experience to neurological behavior does not disprove its realness?  both spiritual experiences and 
experiences of a more ordinary material nature are made real to the mind in the very same ways through the processing 
powers of the brain and the cognitive functions of the mind.
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