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Reflection on “Marriage Equality”

Kai-Man Kwan *

Abstract

Recently same-sex marriage is often called “marriage equality” because the
supporters think that same-sex marriage is a kind of equal human right. In this
article, I do not claim to prove directly that same-sex marriage is not a human
right, but attempt to point out the problems with many arguments which purport
to show that same-sex marriage is a human right. Firstly, I deal with some
common arguments used to support same-sex marriage, such as “to support

2% ¢

same-sex marriage is to let everyone pursue his happiness,” “objection to same-

9% &

sex marriage is a kind of sexual orientation discrimination,” “objection to same-

EERENT3

sex marriage is a kind of theocracy,” “accepting same-sex marriage is

ERINT3

conforming to the international society,” “marriage equality requires identical
treatment,” “same-sex marriage is based on an international consensus on
human rights.” Some critics allege that my understanding of human rights is too
rigid, and they incline to think the more “human rights,” the better. I respond to
these viewpoints.

Then I explore the relationship between same-sex marriage & polyamory. I
list nine kinds of marriage rights [(M1)—(M9)], and then point out there can be
four positions: (P1) monogamy; (P2) two-person marriage; (P3) partial “marriage
equality”; and (P4) complete “marriage equality.” I try to argue that if supporters
of same-sex marriage do not acknowledge their position is irrational, and also
want to avoid self-contradiction, they need to provide a principled ground (X),
which only support (M2) without supporting (M3)—(M9). I argue that they
have not satisfactorily explained what X can be. Finally, I evaluate two other
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arguments for same-sex marriage: “marriage has no essence,” and “since same-
sex marriage is a human right, it does not need the support of a social
consensus.” I also explain why the marriage system is a kind of encouragement
and reward. Moreover, monogamy can have a clear answer to the question about
the criterion of marriage rights. My conclusion is that it emains to be seen what
rational arguments can be used to prove that same-sex marriage is a human
right.

Keywords: Same-Sex Marriage, Marriage Equality, Equal Human Rights,
Polyamory
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* David Blankenhorn, 2007, The Future of Marriage (New York: Encounter Books), pp. 153-
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