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with nature; (5) Respond as a steward, acting with neighbourly
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In this article I explore the complicated and dialectical
relationship between the Christian faith and the idea of human
rights. First, I defend the legitimacy of a Christian perspective
of human rights. Then, by exploring the crises caused by the
proliferation of human rights, I argue for a need to reconstruct the
contemporary ideas of human rights, which is shaped mainly by
a kind of liberalism. Finally, I outline the theological resources
for this task of reconstruction, and propose that the framework
of liberal communitarianism informed by the Christian faith can

provide a balanced perspective on human rights.

Eucharistic Ecclesiology Revisiteq:
A Critical Engagement with Radica Orthodoxy

Man-chung CHEUNG

In the fervent discussions in recent decadesg regardi
the public character of the church, the Eucharist! ig o 1o ing
considered merely as a private affair of Christians, or a5 4 chnge;
service for the sake of the members of the community only, u;';e

emphasis is increasingly placed upon the participation of th
eucharistic community ir& the missio dei ? Beyond the e:fficace
of the elements in the Eucharist, this centra] ecclesial practi Y
also gives shape to the whole Christian life, particularly in ;e
ethical orientation towards the world. The eucharistic commumtys
accordingly, cannot remain passive. It must actively engage itsel;‘
in the dynamic love of Christ’s saving sacrifice. The dramatic or
performative character of the Eucharist is considereq essential to
the very nature of the church.

John MilBank and William Cavanaugh, as thinkers associated
with the Radical Orthodoxy® movement, contribute significantly

1 Note that different Christian traditions woy]q prefer to speak of th.
‘ s T ord’ - . peak ot the
Mass’, ‘Lord’s Supper’, ‘Holy Communion’ or ‘Divine Liturgy’. The te

. T o . Tm

Eucharist’ is used in this paper for the sake of convenience only.

2 See, for instance, J. Todd Billings,

- ! ‘The Lord’s Supper and the Church’s
Public Witness,” Theology Today 67 (2010): 714,

3 Radical Orthodoxy is a theological movement embracing different Christian
traditions and dialoguing with other non-Christian traditions. It also actively




