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a) BIEHREF, EEPRNES, EENHINEAHE Rt EEHK-Moral
_p_r_e.s.u_mm_]_gns - "All other things equal, doen't lie.”
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_b) ?%Z[_ﬁiﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ KBEREABER T, Epresunptions R B HEHBE

c) EEEHHRNT, WERAGHEHARE (Choose the lesser evil), EHE
BEAFRERBEREZEN (WMEABERIAIHA) . EREEF ERN (WERR
B u &),

d) BEREUEFEFBRMeEBELE2HN! BXAEBHBNEE, HEA
BRI RE

e) EEPETIABRLEYN ME%QEB’JWPE ZEFMMBEE, B#
BB EWMM, (cf. Aristotte’s empha31s on virtues & i
phronesis)

f) We also need a positive moral vision. " EELHMERBRELETH
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Religious Convictions & Political Choice (OUP 1988)

Kent Greenawalt,

Law Morality & the Bible (IVP 1978)

Bruce Kaye & Gordon Wenham, ed.

Ethics after Babel - The Languages of Moral & Their

Jeffrey Stout,

t James Clarke & Co 1988)

Discontents (Cambridge

Gospel in a Pluralistic Society (SPCK 1989)

Leslie Newbigin,

LaGard Smith, When Choice Becomes God (Harvester House Publishers
Part 3

i
1890),

" 1994 Social Philosphy &

"The Expiration of Morality.

Wallace Matson,
Policy Foundation, pp.

159-178

tServant Books 1985)

Michigan

Whose Values ? (Ann Arbor,

Carl Horn, ed.

"How to Teach Right & Wrong."

Christianity Teday Dec 1893,

Christina Hoff Sonmnmers,

33-37
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The point is that there is inescapably a public morality—a

good one or a bad one—in the sense of some set or other of

basic norms, in the Ji f which the publi licy

decisiops. These norms are moral norms to the extent that they
include fundamental judgments on what is good or bad for
~| human beings, judgments about what it is permissible or
obligatory to do to them or for them. Public morality is a
sccular morality inasmuch as it aims only at secular goals, at
the welfare of men in this world. It is not therefore a secularist
morality. When discussing the welfare of human beings in the
here and now we are not limited to the vision of man and his
good that happens to be held by those who are completely

sccularized in their outlook on life. Secularism is not the least
common denominator of all Amcric:_:ulmIWH
welfare. It is but one sectarian view among many, and any
American s fr i ives from his religion a

richer, fuller, and more truly human image of man. He is also
free ro usc it as a basis for the views he advocates on public

bolicy,
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L Soningendl ¢
A second misconception 1s that because an issue is contro-
versial~or-divisive,_it_should be_removed from_the political

process and left to_private judgment. -Such;—we-are-told,-is
required, again, by our pluralism. In other words, if a group of
citizens can engender sufficient controversy over some issue
or another, claiming and even sincerely believing that their
rights to choose X behavior or entertainment is being unduly
impinged, it means the government and the laws ought to
withdraw themselves as gracefully and quickly as possible. One
obvious problem with this assumption is the one-sided result
to which it leads. If two _points of view are represented in a
debate, say, over measures to be taken against child abuse or
pornography, with one side advocating-public-enforcement
action and the other advocating nonenforcementorrelegation
to private judgment, the latter could win the debate simply by *
generating a sufficiently distracting_controversy. This, one
soon learns, is not at all hard to do, and is no way to reach
well-reasoned policy decisions in any event. Neither hassucha
fear of controversy characterized our historical approach to
disputes over legal or political questions. The anti-slavery !
movement was so controversial and divisive that we fought our
_bloodiest war over it, and its twentieth century counterpart,

manner of civil disarder, political divisiveness, and other.social
disruptions. Yet who would suggest that teuth, justice, or “the
moaral high ground” meant leaving decisions regarding slavery
or racial discrimination up to “freedom of choice?” -
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