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You have set within us a great desire for happiness.

Lead us in the way to find it.

Heavenly Father,

Ve long for happiness,

but lead us beyond happiness.

to that joy from which nothing can take away.

In thy presence is the fullness of Jjoy, & at thy right

hand there is pleasure for ever more.

(Ps 16:12)" (Harries, P.41)
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Man's unhappiness comes of his areatness. 1115 _becavse @2

cannal quite bury under the Finite,

Thomas Carlyle (Nineteenth century writer)

1 never, indeed, wavered in the conviction thal happiness is the test of all
rules of conduct, and the end of life. But I now thought that this end was
only to be attained by not making it the direct end. Those only are J:np?y {1
thought) who have their minds fixed on some object other than their own happiness;
on the happiness of others, on the improvenient of mankind, even on some art or
pursuit, followed not as a means, but as itself an ideal end. Aiming thus at
something else, they find happiness by the way.... Ask yourself whether you are
happy, and you cease to be so. The only chance is to lreal, not happme;s,
but some end external to it, as the purpose of life. [John Stuart Mill,
Autobiography of John Stuart Mill (New York: Columbia University Press,
1873/1924), pp. 99-100.]

Why can we not be content with the secrer gifc of happiness that God offers us,

without consulting the rest of the world? Why do we insist, racher, on a happiness

that is approved by the magazines and TV? Perhaps because we do not believe in a

happiness that is given to us for nothing. We do not think we can be happy wich a
happiness chat has no price tag on ir,

I we are fools enough to remain at the mercy of the people who want to sell us
happiness, ic will be impossible for us ever to be contenc with anything. How would
they profic if we became contenc? We would no longer need their new produce.
The last thing the salesman wanes is for the buyer to become content. You are of no
use in our affluent socicty unless you are always jusc about to grasp what you never
have.

Thomas Mercon, Conjectures of u Guilty Bystander, Busas & Oates Led., 1968, p.84,

There is only cne solution to man’s probié'm, says Fromm;

to acknowledge his fundamental aloneness and solitude in @ universe
indifferent to his fate, to recognize that there is no power transcending
him which can solve his problem for him. Man must accept the re-
sponsibility for himself and the fact that only by using his own powers
can he give meaning to his life. . . , If he faces the truth without
panic he will recognize that there is no meaning to life except the
meaning man gives his life by the unfolding of his powers, by living
productively; and that only constant vigilance, activity, and effort can
keep us from failing in the one task that matters—the full develop-

ment of our powers within the limitations set by the laws of our ex-
istence.®

there is an Infinite in_him, shich with all his cunning he ?G(FM‘{/T’T
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RE. Fromm -th-(

i Vii‘ﬁ'} ‘P-/? _the character swructure of the

—mature and integrated personality, the productive characier,
—constitutes the source and basis of “virtue,” at "vice," in
the last analysis, is_indifference to one's own self and self-
mutilation. ion nor selfishness but the
Aaffirmation of his wuly human self, are the supreme values
of humanistic ethics. If man is to have confidence in values,
he must know himself and the capacity of his nature for good-

ness and productiveness.?

__&l Fﬁec(f’\"v / T : 2‘FO

Self-realization cannot be made the goal without vitiating
its very meaning as the attainment of authentic existence. Such an
existence cannot be measured in terms of the self alone, but in terms
of the meaning that the self attains through giving itself in relation to
what is not itself, to other selves and other beings. If one means by
self-realization no more than realizing the empirical self that one is,
then one is already at one’s goal. If one means, on the other hand, a self
one has not yet become but can become, then one must still discover
which of the many selves one can become is one's “real” self. “Poten-
tiality” is essentially neutral. Only the direction of “potentiality” makes
it good or bad. Values cannot be based on self-realization or the
realization of man’s powers. On the contrary, we cannot define our-
selves or our potentialities apart from the direction we give them, apart
from what we become in relation to others. This direction, this be-
coming, implies a movement toward the authentic, toward values,
toward the image of man.

How did man’s need for identity evolve? Before Darwin the
answer was clear; Because God created Adam in His image,

s a counterplayer of His identity . . . I admit to not having
--come up with any better explanation.*






