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" And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that
day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual:




Free at last! Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last! |
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Protest backs same-séeX protection

More than 100 rights activists took to the street yesterday, protesting against opposition by

religious groups to plans to extend protection under the anti-family—violence law to same-sex

couples.

They called it an attempt to establish a religious hegemony and accused proponents of trying to

ram their conservative standards down other people's throats.

Chanting slogans, the protesters waved banners that read Protect Civil Liberty as they marched
to the office of the Society for Truth and Light in Prince Edward.

The society's stated mission is to address social ethics, media behaviour and sexual culture in

Hong Kong from a Christian point of view.

But it is oft A mocked as 'a moral Taleban for its conservative stance.

ESY _—

S

The Concern Group Against Religious Hegemony, which led yesterday's march, said gay couples
should be protected under the Domestic Violence Ordinance.

We are not saying that we support gay marriage, said spokeswoman Virginia Yue. Thatis another
issue. But same-sex cohabitants' rights should not be excluded from the law just because some

religious groups do not accept gay culture.

The Domestic Violence Ordinance, enacted in 1986, enables a party to a marriage, or someone
cohabiting with a member of the opposite sex, to seek a court injunction to prevent their partner

abusing them.

There was cross-party support in the legislature for an amendment, to include same-sex couples,
until Democratic Party legislator Wong Sing-chi, a Christian, departed from his party's line and

said he would vote against the amendment on religious grounds.

Both Catholic and Protestant churches have since led the opposition to extending coverage of the

law to same-seX cohabitants.

Copyright (c) 2009. Seuth China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved.
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