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AR 3 %5 (Marriage Covenant)

1) Barth: Covenant is the internal basis of creation. Creation is the external basis of covenant. God’s

covenant of grace: initiative of his gracious promise; people’s acceptance; public nature (covenant
sign like the rainbow)

2) Marriage as covenant (Prov 2:17; Mal 2:14); God’s covenant with his people expressed in marriage
terms: Hosea; Ezekiel; Jeremiah; Isaiah (Atkinson, pp. 72-73)

a) initiative of love

b) vow of consent

c) obligations of faithfulness

d) promise of blessing

e) sacrifice

3) Key Passage: Gen 2:24 (Good summary on Atkinson, p. 89)
B Jeaving
B emotional & physical maturity
B public recognition & accountability
B cleaving
B joining to someone or God in a permanent way (Ruth 1:14; Josh 22:5)
B God’s covenant: steadfast love; faithfulness (Deut 7:9)
B  Fourfold faithfulness: to a vow (will over eros); to God’s calling; to a person; & to a
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relationship.
B one flesh
|

a permanent union

One flesh => procreation

sexuality as the human drive towards personal communion

intercourse as the physical climax of personal union

coming into being of a unitary existence, a complete partnership of man & woman

the promise of marriage: in intention initially & then growing to become the reality

1 Cor 6:16-20: false union; the problem of casual sex.

B [EIELEE R B L Contrast between Contract & Covenant (cf. Clapp, ch. 6)

Contract

Covenant

Based on calculation

Based on promise

Limited trust & conditional love

Basis for total trust & unconditional love

Fixed-term investment

Basis for life-long involvement

Can be cancelled by mutual consent

Covenant-breaking is possible; but a deep loss.

Limited Liability

Complete vulnerability

Emphasis on unforeseeable circumstances &

changes

Emphasis on irrevocable commitment

Concerned with satisfaction from moment to

moment

Intimacy with a unique story or history

Reliance on technique (marriages as

machines)

A complex commitment that cannot be captured in a

formula

Individual’s wants fundamental (he can also
understand his wants better than any tradition,

community or institution)

Marriage as something bigger, deeper, wiser than the
individual; marriage can shape & form individuals, lead

them to grow

Aiming at union of interests; selves detached

to some extent.

Aiming at union of 2 selves; marriage becomes part of

my identity

Intimacy as an instrument to self-realization

or personal goals

Intimacy of 2 persons on a quest for something bigger

2 persons only accountable to themselves

Intimacy within a wider, supporting & correcting

community

Sex as celebration of self; children may be
unwelcome barrier

Sex as celebration of communion with another & the
means of “creating” others ; the secure, stable love
children need flows naturally out of the relationship

Ultimate aim: intimacy with the individual
self through others

Ultimate aim: intimacy with others through the

individual self
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The strangeness of fidelity (Clapp, 120-1)
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D) BRAE = MEREHNE

conditional love => unconditional love

2) A0 E = B HHR

shame fear => grace ~acceptance
3) #ll(control) =>  J5i#(empowering)

4) Jifi7K(lack of feeling) => #H%%(intimacy)
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