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RXIFAIRRIR - DS BRI R RITEPE 5 SUL LU MER R B AR B
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ABSTRACT

During the modernization of societies, there will often be trends of secularization:
religion or other sacred traditions can no longer dominate the society; the influence of
religion tends to decline; the society becomes more and more pluralistic, and so on. In

such a situation, what social roles can Christianity still assume? In this paper, I will first

point out the need to clarify the nature and characteristics of the secularization process.
The ideology of secularism emphasizes two points. First, religion in the long run will
disappear. Second, even if vestiges of religion still linger on in the secular society, religion
is only a private matter. It cannot and should not influence the public realm. So, for
example, we should exclude the influence of religion in the realms of politics and public
education.

1 think these two claims are erroneous. First, that religion will completely disappear
is very unlikely. Many secularization theorists, e.g., Peter Berger, have changed the
mind. Although the process of secularization may not be completely reversed, a secular
society does not mean a society without religion. Instead it is a pluralistic society which
includes religions of many kinds. Different religions, different traditions and various
kinds of secularism will continue to interact in a complicated manner in a secular society.
Their respective strengths and the consequence of interaction will vary with time and
space. It is difficult to generalize. It is a real possibility that a religion like Christianity
will flourish in a society and exerts influence on it.

Second, the proposal to banish religion from the public realm not only exhibits a
kind of hegemony, but may also prove detrimental to the society. I will use moral
education as an example to argue this point. Exactly because the secular society abandons
a religion or tradition which can command consensus, moral education in the public
realm becomes an even more urgent issue. Secularism's basic tenet excludes religion or
transcendence. It is difficult to provide a solid foundation and rich resources for morality.
In contrast, Christian ethics provide a solid foundation for human dignity, equality and
the solidarity of humankind. It also provides unique resources for moral practice and
moral education. This shows that even in a secular society, Christian ethics can still
contribute to moral education.
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