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Western biblical scholars have used rhetorical theories,
such as Greco-Roman or New Rhetoric, in their exegetical
works. Chinese scholars need to know ancient Chinese
rhetoric as well as ancient Western rhetoric because the
textuality of the Chinese Bible contains both of them. A
comparative essay like this one attempts to bring both
rhetorical traditions together. It focuses on the pre-Chin
Chinese traditions and the ancient Greco-Roman traditions.

The first comparison looks at the relationship between
rhetorical genre and the appropriateness of persuasion. The
concerns of word and thinking, form and content as well as
the appropriateness of expression are found in the Classics
of Chou and the work of Confucius. Aristotelian rhetoric
also advocates the mastery of rhetorical means towards
persuasion. Ciceronian rhetoric discusses ornatus (style),
decorum (propriety), and aptum (apt) without excessive
expression.

The second comparison looks at the relationship
between essence, category, and ethics in rhetorical
traditions. While the cosmological assumptions in Chinese
and Western rhetorics are different, the concentration of
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Foucault’s view on truth and knowledge is radical and
influential. He thinks that power is ubiquitous, and truth and
power cannot be separated. Claims to absolute truth and
universal morality are inherently oppressive: they lead to
elimination of diversity and domination. This view poses a
challenge to Christianity, which is hardly separable from a
set of truth claims about God and Christ. Some theologians

respond to this challenge by abandoning the truth claims of -

Christianity. In this paper, I argue that Foucault’s challenge
can be met, and this kind of capitulation is not necessary.

First, I point out that Foucault’s radical view of truth/
power has been severely criticized by many thinkers. Those
criticisms tend to show that such a radical view is beset by
internal contradictions and various problems which are very
difficult to solve. The best response on Foucault’s behalf is
to argue that his position is in fact milder than what it
appears: Foucault is not saying that all power and universal
truths are inherently bad, only that they are dangerous. I
argue that while this interpretation of Foucault may be
acceptable, this would also greatly mitigate his challenge to
Christianity. Critics can no longer argue that Christianity’s
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absolute truth claims automatically lead to domination.

Second, I argue that postmodern relativism cannot in
fact provide a basis for tolerance and resistance to
domination. Moreover, absolute truth claims and intolerance
are not necessarily linked. What we need is a kind of critical
realism and a conviction in the objective values of freedom
and tolerance.

Finally, I argue that Foucauldians’ radical view on
power/truth is rooted in their naturalism and unquestioned
assumption of the death of God and of metaphysics.
Supporters of Foucault argue that those who cling to
metaphysics are immature because they cannot really face
the consequences of the death of God. I argue instead that
Foucauldians who would not apply their own strategy of
problematization to naturalism, the truth which seems self-
evident to them, are immature. True maturity consists of
awareness of one’s finitude, and openness to the Wholly
Other.




