3§ CGST Journal No. 31 (2001.7)

Fifth, within this dynamic relationality, human
subjectivity arises and affirms the alterity of the other, the
Thou. Moreover, materially speaking, this subjectivity has
the tendency to give one’s life for the benefit of others.
Humankind is thus being-as-gift. Sixth, the self-giving
behaviour of humankind is intensely manifested in the
intimacy between opposite sexes. The human being is being-
in-unity-with-opposite-sex, as the two become a “jointly
autonomous” unit in marriage. Such unity is an encounter
with the other, the essence of which is not mating, but
meeting.

Having mentioned all these in relation to the formal
structure of humankind, we are minded of our existential
condition, namely, that the human being is being-existentially-
in-sin. This, of course, is only our existential human
condition. While it may distort and deface our material
humanity — our being-for-others, it does not and cannot
destroy our ontological structure.
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Sexual Humanity: A Theological Reflection
on Humanity as Sexual Being

(An abstract)
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This paper addresses the issue of sex from the
perspective of theological anthropology. Traditional
theological anthropology has often left this out, relegating it
to ethics. The thesis of this paper is that sex is a central
constituent of the structure of humanity. The thesis is
developed step by step, with the latter steps built upon
preceding ones.

First, it is argued that the human being is a creaturely-
being-in-relation-with-God, for humans arc essentially and
structurally related to God. Second, as creaturely being,
humankind is being-with-sexual-body. That is, humans are
concrete embodied being, and their embodiment is
necessarily sexual. Third, the sexually-embodied human
being is being-in-relation-with-opposite-sex. The formal
structure of I —Thou relatedness is sexually_differentiated,
with the I encountering the Thou as the other, not as a
projection of the I or as the object of one’s cognitive
subjectivity. Fourth, this opposite-sex relatedness forms the
basis of human inter-relatedness at the ontological level,
with the human being as being-in-relation-with-fellow-
sexual-humans.
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Fifth, within this dynamic relationality, human
subjectivity arises and affirms the alterity of the other, the
Thou. Moreover, materially speaking, this subjectivity has
the tendency to give one’s life for the benefit of others.
Humankind is thus being-as-gift. Sixth, the self-giving
behaviour of humankind is intensely manifested in the
intimacy between opposite sexes. The human being is being-
in-unity-with-opposite-sex, as the two become a “jointly
autonomous” unit in marriage. Such unity is an encounter
with the other, the essence of which is not mating, but
meeting.

Having mentioned all these in relation to the formal
structure of humankind, we are minded of our existential
condition, namely, that the human being is being-existentially-
in-sin. This, of course, is only our existential human
condition. While it may distort and deface our material
humanity — our being-for-others, it does not and cannot
destroy our ontological structure.



