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1. W. Bradford Wilcox and Elizabeth Marquardt, The State of Our Unions 2010: When Marriage Disappears (Charlottesville, VA: National
Marriage Project/ Institute for American Values, 2010), http://www.stateofourunions.org/.
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2. Data from the 20062008 National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG) indicate that from 2005 to 2008, 24 percent of children were born
to cohabiting parents and 16 percent were born to a single mother.

3. Sheela Kennedy and Larry Bumpass, “Cohabitation and Children’s Living Arrangements: New Estimates from the United States,”
Demographic Research 19, no. 47 (September 2008): 1663-92; Sheela Kennedy and Larry Bumpass, “Cohabitation and Trends in the
Structure and Stability of Children’s Family Lives” (paper presented at Population Association of America Meeting, Washington, DC,
2011).
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4. Data from the NSFG indicate that 71 percent of children were living with both of their parents at age fourteen in the 1980s, compared to
65 percent in the 2000s (2000-2007).

5. Andrew J. Cherlin, The Marriage-Go-Round: The State of Marriage and the Family in America Today (New York: Knopf, 2009), 5.
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6. W. Bradford Wilcox, When Marriage Disappears: The Retreat from Marriage in Middle America (Charlottesville, VA: National
Marriage Project/Institute for American Values, 2010), 53, http://stateofourunions.org/2010/when-marriage-disappears.php.
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7. See for example, Richard E. Heyman and Amy M. Smith Slep, “The Hazards of Predicting Divorce without Crossvalidation,” Journal of
Marriage and Family 63, no. 2 (May 2001): 473-79.

8. Gregory Acs and Sandi Nelson, The Kids Are Alright? Children’s Well-Being and the Rise in Cohabitation, B-48, New Federalism:
National Survey of America’s Families Series (Washington, DC: Urban Institute, 2002), http://www.urban.org/publications/310544.html.

9. For example, T. Hanson et al., find that remarriage decreases parental supervision and lowers college expectations for children. Sara
S. McLanahan and Gary Sandefur show that children whose mothers remarried had no higher rate of high school graduation (or lower
levels of teen childbearing) than did children living with single mothers. T. Hanson et al., “Windows on Divorce: Before and After,” Social
Science Research 27, no. 3 (September 1998): 329-49; Sara S. McLanahan and Gary Sandefur, Growing Up with a Single Parent: What
Hurts, What Helps (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1994).

10. See, for example, Kristi Williams, “Has the Future of Marriage Arrived? A Contemporary Examination of the Effects of Marital Status
and Marital Quality on the Psychological Well-Being of Women and Men,” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 44, no. 4 (December
2003):470-87.
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11. Sara S. McLanahan, “Parent Absence or Poverty: Which Matters More?” in Consequences of Growing Up Poor, ed. Greg J. Duncan
and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1997), 35-48.
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12. Alan C. Acock and David H. Demo, Family Diversity and Well-Being, Sage Library of Social Research, 195 (Thousand Oaks, CA:
Sage, 1994).

13. Paul R. Amato and Alan Booth, 4 Generation at Risk: Growing Up in an Era of Family Upheaval (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1997).

14. Nicholas Zill, Donna R. Morrison, and Mary J. Coiro, “Long-Term Effects of Parental Divorce on Parent-Child Relationships,
Adjustment, and Achievement in Young Adulthood,” Journal of Family Psychology 7,no.1 (June 1993): 91-103.

15. Ibid. In a study of largely white middle-class children, E. Mavis Hetherington reports that two-third of young men and three-quarters of
young women whose parents divorced did not have close relationships with either their father or a stepfather. E. Mavis Hetherington and
John Kelly, For Better or For Worse: Divorce Reconsidered (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2002).

16. Judith A. Seltzer and Suzanne M. Bianchi, “Children’s Contact with Absent Parents,” Journal of Marriage and the Family 50, no. 3
(August 1988): 663-77.

17. Amato and Booth, Generation at Risk; William S. Aquilino, “Impact of Childhood Family Disruption on Young Adults’ Relationships
with Parents,” Journal of Marriage and the Family 56, no. 2 (May 1994): 295-313; Teresa M. Cooney, “Young Adults’ Relations with
Parents: The Influence of Recent Parental Divorce,” Journal of Marriage and the Family 56, no. 1 (February 1994): 45-56; Alice S. Rossi
and Peter H. Rossi, Of Human Bonding: Parent-Child Relations Across the Life Course (New York: Aldine de Gruyter, 1990).

18. Paul Amato, “The Impact of Family Formation Change on the Cognitive, Social, and Emotional Well-Being of the Next Generation,”
The Future of Children 15, no. 2 (Fall 2005): 75-96.

19. Amato and Booth, Generation at Risk.
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20. Liliana E. Pezzin, Robert A. Pollak, and Barbara Steinberg Schone, “Parental Marital Disruption, Family Type, and Transfers to
Disabled Elderly Parents,” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 63, no. 6 (November 2008): S349-58.

21. Sandra Hofferth and Kermyt G. Anderson, “Are All Dads Equal? Biology Versus Marriage as a Basis for Paternal Investment in
Children,” Journal of Marriage and Family 65, no. 1 (February 2003): 213-32. Nancy S. Landale and R.S. Oropesa, “Father Involvement
in the Lives of Mainland Puerto Rican Children: Contributions of Nonresident, Cohabiting and Married Fathers,” Social Forces 79, no. 3
(March 2001): 945-68.

22. Christina M. Gibson-Davis, “Family Structure Effects on Maternal and Parental Parenting in Low-Income Families,” Journal of

Marriage and Family 70, no. 2 (May 2008): 452-65; Bryndl Hohmann-Marriott, “Coparenting and Father Involvement in Married and
Unmarried Coresident Couples,” Journal of Marriage and Family 73, no. 1 (February 2011): 296-309.

23. Lawrence M. Berger et al., “Parenting Practices of Resident Fathers: The Role of Marital and Biological Ties,” Journal of Marriage
and Family 70, no. 3 (August 2008): 625-39.

24. Wendy D. Manning, Pamela J. Smock, and Debarun Majumdar, “The Relative Stability of Cohabiting and Marital Unions for
Children,” Population Research and Policy Review 23, no. 2 (2004): 135-59. Paul R. Amato, Catherine E. Meyers, and Robert E. Emery,
“Changes in Nonresident Father-Child Contact from 1976 to 2002,” Family Relations 58, no. 1 (February 2009): 41-53.

25. Shannon E. Cavanagh and Aletha C. Huston, “Family Instability and Children’s Early Problem Behavior,” Social Forces 85, no. 1
(September 2006): 551-81; Paula Fomby and Andrew J. Cherlin, “Family Instability and Child Well-Being,” American Sociological
Review 72, no. 2 (April 2007):181-204; Cynthia Osborne and Sara S. McLanahan, “Partnership Instability and Child Well-Being,” Journal
of Marriage and Family 69, no. 4 (November 2007):1065-83.
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