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1 This and all subsequent biblical citations are from the Revised Chinese Union Version. The
issue of divorce, raised in this passage, will be discussed on p. 8-9.
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2 The apostle Paul employs similar reasoning in counseling the Corinthians against any
involvement with prostitutes. “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?”
Paul asks. “Should | therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one
body with her? For it is said, ‘The two shall become one flesh.” (I Corinthians 6:15-16) The
apostle is saying, in effect, that whoever has sex with a prostitute has married himself to

the prostitute.

3 John J. Collins, “Marriage, Divorce, and Family in Second Temple Judaism,” in Leo G.
Perdue et al., eds., Families in Ancient Israel (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press,

1997), 121-122.
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5 This reading comports with a passage in the late Old Testament prophet Malachi (2:13-
16) in which God declares, “I hate divorce.” God tells Malachi that the people’s offerings
are unacceptable “[b]ecause the LORD was a witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by

covenant.”
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6 John Chrysostom, “Homily 20 on Ephesians,” excerpted in David G. Hunter, trans. and
ed., Marriage in the Early Church (Eugene, OR:Wipf and Stock, 2001), 81-82. These and
subsequent quotes naturally speak from a man’s perspective, as the available sources are

overwhelmingly male.
7 Ibid, 77.
8 Ibid, 78, 87.
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10  Tertullian, “An Exhortation to Chastity,” excerpted in Hunter, 39.
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12 Augustine, “The Good of Marriage,” excerpted in Hunter, 110.

13 Ibid, 102, 120.
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18 Ibid, 115. Augustine was not naming marriage as one of the seven sacraments of the
Roman Catholic Church. Those were not fixed until the 13th century.

19  Christopher N. Brooke, The Medieval Idea of Marriage (Oxford: Oxford University Press,

1989), 249.
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93 The research establishing this point comes mostly from the Barna Group. See, for example,
“New Marriage and Divorce Statistics Released,” March 31, 2008, and “American Lifestyles
Mix Compassion and Self-Oriented Behavior,” February 5, 2007, http://www.barna.org/
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